
House of Praise International Church 

Lesson 2 – For Week of February 7 – February 13 

 

The Church in the Workplace 
 

 

Key Verses: Rev 2:19 – 20 “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service 

and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.  

Nevertheless, I have this against you:  You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess.  By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual 

immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.” -  NIV 

 

Power Point:  Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of 

God! Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics. 

 
 
1. Rev 2:18, 19 Jesus wants us to know that He sees and judges everything we 

do. 

 

• How can we keep our hearts serving with a loving attitude? 

 

 

2. Rev 2:20 Sometimes at the workplace the world demands us to compromise 

our integrity. 

 

 

• What are ways we could be put into a compromising situation?  What are 

some ways that we could handle this?  

 

  

3.  Rev 2:21-29 God is a God of mercy who does not want the death of anyone.  

 
 

• Share a time when God gave you time to repent of a bad situation and 

how He dealt with you. 

 

• What are our rewards for holding fast to our faith? 

 

 

Application:  The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 

integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church 

who had not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold 

on to their integrity till He returns. This week, find a way to be an 

encouragement at your workplace.   
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The Church in the Workplace  
January 31, 2010 

 
Introduction: If Jesus where to write us a letter what would he say about our work 
ethics? What would he say about our loyalty him over loyalty to the union or 
organizations we belong to? Would we be willing to lose our job or compromise our 
integrity?  
 
In the Letter addressed to the church in Thyatira Jesus address some very serious 
issues as he did in Pergamos. As in all the letters he introduces himself, admonishes, 
calls to repentance and ends with a promise.  
 
Background:  Thyatira is about thirty miles east from Pergamos and is the smallest of 
all the cities. Its population was about 50,000 people.  
 
Least distinguished of the seven cities:  It was the least distinguished and the least 
famous of the seven cities. 
 

Pliny the Elder, naval and army commander of the early Roman Empire, described it 
as, “Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” Inhonora civitas: “A city of no first-
rate dignity.” 

 
Modern day interpretation: “A crappy city”.  
 
Military town:  
 
There is no important history to be found here other then that it was used as a military 
outpost town maintained to protect the road from Pergamos to Sardis, the two great 
fortress capitals of the region 
 
Thyatira was not a city easy to defend. Any army marching east or west would take it. 
Whoever controlled the city used it for this purpose.  
 
As you can imagine under these circumstances, citizens of Thyatira were not likely to 
develop intense political allegiance.  
 
One thing that did make Thyatira famous was their “trade guiles” or as we would know 
them their “Trade Unions”.  
 
They had their own community subculture regardless of what flag was flying or which 
army was occupying the town at the moment.  
 
Known for “Trade guilds” or “Trade Unions” 
 

Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely 
organized there than in any other ancient city. Every artisan belonged to a guild, and 
every guild, which was an incorporated organization, possessed property in its own 
name, made contracts for great constructions, and wielded a wide influence. 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) 
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Lydia of Thyatira a businesswoman, mentioned in Acts 16:14, sold her dyes in Philippi 
and was a member of the dye guild or union. 
 
As with trade Unions today in order to work you have to be a part of the union 
requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were closely connected 
with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
 
Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry.  
 
It was taught by many of the early church that no Christian should belong to one of the 
guilds, and so the greatest opposition to Christianity was presented. 
 
The church in Thyatira 
 
The gospel probably came into Thyatira through Lydia, Paul’s first European convert. 
 
Act 16:14, 15 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple 
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay." So she persuaded us.  
 
The Letter 
 

"It is an odd fact that the longest of the letters to the seven churches was written to the 
church in the smallest and least important of the seven towns"  
    
  (William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches, p. 55) 

 
Although the city itself may have been regarded as unimportant, the church there was 
certainly not, and neither were its problems!  
 
It was a congregation in which the Lord found several positive qualities to commend, 
but one in which there were also some serious problems. 
 
I. The Picture of Christ:  Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 
'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass:  
 

• Son of God is the title of rule. (Jesus speaks of His rank).  
 

• Eyes like a flame of fire (Piercing the depth of the heart and soul)  
 

• Feet like fine brass (speaks of judgment)  
 
II. The Commendation:  Rev 2:19  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your 
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.  
              
This is the longest and best commendation given to any of the seven churches. He 
describes it as a thriving, growing and better then the year before church.      
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It was a happening church. One, which if you visited, you’d want to be a part of.   
 
III. The Admonition:  Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  
 
The church of Pergamos allowed the spirit of Balaam and Nicolaitans to influence the 
church.  
 
The situation at Thyatira has to do with a person or perhaps a movement which or who 
is described by the name of "Jezebel."  
 
As in the case of the reference to Balaam, in the letter to the Church of Pergamos, we 
can assume, the name is used symbolically, and yet may refer to a real person and a 
specific situation within the Thyatira church.  
 
From the name we also would assume that this person is a woman who calls herself a 
prophetess.  
 
Jezebel wife of King Ahab (I Kings 16:29-21:29) The earliest Old Testament 
introduction to Jezebel as the wife of Ahab appears in (I King 16:30-31).  
 
1Ki 16:30, 31 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial 
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.  
 

Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  
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Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  

 
 



House of Praise International Church 

Lesson 2 – For Week of February 7 – February 13 

 

The Church in the Workplace 
 

 

Key Verses: Rev 2:19 – 20 “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service 

and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.  

Nevertheless, I have this against you:  You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess.  By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual 

immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.” -  NIV 

 

Power Point:  Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of 

God! Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics. 

 
 
1. Rev 2:18, 19 Jesus wants us to know that He sees and judges everything we 

do. 

 

• How can we keep our hearts serving with a loving attitude? 

 

 

2. Rev 2:20 Sometimes at the workplace the world demands us to compromise 

our integrity. 

 

 

• What are ways we could be put into a compromising situation?  What are 

some ways that we could handle this?  

 

  

3.  Rev 2:21-29 God is a God of mercy who does not want the death of anyone.  

 
 

• Share a time when God gave you time to repent of a bad situation and 

how He dealt with you. 

 

• What are our rewards for holding fast to our faith? 

 

 

Application:  The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 

integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church 

who had not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold 

on to their integrity till He returns. This week, find a way to be an 

encouragement at your workplace.   
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The Church in the Workplace  
January 31, 2010 

 
Introduction: If Jesus where to write us a letter what would he say about our work 
ethics? What would he say about our loyalty him over loyalty to the union or 
organizations we belong to? Would we be willing to lose our job or compromise our 
integrity?  
 
In the Letter addressed to the church in Thyatira Jesus address some very serious 
issues as he did in Pergamos. As in all the letters he introduces himself, admonishes, 
calls to repentance and ends with a promise.  
 
Background:  Thyatira is about thirty miles east from Pergamos and is the smallest of 
all the cities. Its population was about 50,000 people.  
 
Least distinguished of the seven cities:  It was the least distinguished and the least 
famous of the seven cities. 
 

Pliny the Elder, naval and army commander of the early Roman Empire, described it 
as, “Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” Inhonora civitas: “A city of no first-
rate dignity.” 

 
Modern day interpretation: “A crappy city”.  
 
Military town:  
 
There is no important history to be found here other then that it was used as a military 
outpost town maintained to protect the road from Pergamos to Sardis, the two great 
fortress capitals of the region 
 
Thyatira was not a city easy to defend. Any army marching east or west would take it. 
Whoever controlled the city used it for this purpose.  
 
As you can imagine under these circumstances, citizens of Thyatira were not likely to 
develop intense political allegiance.  
 
One thing that did make Thyatira famous was their “trade guiles” or as we would know 
them their “Trade Unions”.  
 
They had their own community subculture regardless of what flag was flying or which 
army was occupying the town at the moment.  
 
Known for “Trade guilds” or “Trade Unions” 
 

Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely 
organized there than in any other ancient city. Every artisan belonged to a guild, and 
every guild, which was an incorporated organization, possessed property in its own 
name, made contracts for great constructions, and wielded a wide influence. 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) 
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Lydia of Thyatira a businesswoman, mentioned in Acts 16:14, sold her dyes in Philippi 
and was a member of the dye guild or union. 
 
As with trade Unions today in order to work you have to be a part of the union 
requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were closely connected 
with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
 
Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry.  
 
It was taught by many of the early church that no Christian should belong to one of the 
guilds, and so the greatest opposition to Christianity was presented. 
 
The church in Thyatira 
 
The gospel probably came into Thyatira through Lydia, Paul’s first European convert. 
 
Act 16:14, 15 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple 
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay." So she persuaded us.  
 
The Letter 
 

"It is an odd fact that the longest of the letters to the seven churches was written to the 
church in the smallest and least important of the seven towns"  
    
  (William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches, p. 55) 

 
Although the city itself may have been regarded as unimportant, the church there was 
certainly not, and neither were its problems!  
 
It was a congregation in which the Lord found several positive qualities to commend, 
but one in which there were also some serious problems. 
 
I. The Picture of Christ:  Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 
'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass:  
 

• Son of God is the title of rule. (Jesus speaks of His rank).  
 

• Eyes like a flame of fire (Piercing the depth of the heart and soul)  
 

• Feet like fine brass (speaks of judgment)  
 
II. The Commendation:  Rev 2:19  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your 
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.  
              
This is the longest and best commendation given to any of the seven churches. He 
describes it as a thriving, growing and better then the year before church.      
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It was a happening church. One, which if you visited, you’d want to be a part of.   
 
III. The Admonition:  Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  
 
The church of Pergamos allowed the spirit of Balaam and Nicolaitans to influence the 
church.  
 
The situation at Thyatira has to do with a person or perhaps a movement which or who 
is described by the name of "Jezebel."  
 
As in the case of the reference to Balaam, in the letter to the Church of Pergamos, we 
can assume, the name is used symbolically, and yet may refer to a real person and a 
specific situation within the Thyatira church.  
 
From the name we also would assume that this person is a woman who calls herself a 
prophetess.  
 
Jezebel wife of King Ahab (I Kings 16:29-21:29) The earliest Old Testament 
introduction to Jezebel as the wife of Ahab appears in (I King 16:30-31).  
 
1Ki 16:30, 31 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial 
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.  
 

Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  
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Key Verses: Rev 2:19 – 20 “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service 

and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.  

Nevertheless, I have this against you:  You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess.  By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual 

immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.” -  NIV 

 

Power Point:  Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of 

God! Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics. 

 
 
1. Rev 2:18, 19 Jesus wants us to know that He sees and judges everything we 

do. 

 

• How can we keep our hearts serving with a loving attitude? 

 

 

2. Rev 2:20 Sometimes at the workplace the world demands us to compromise 

our integrity. 

 

 

• What are ways we could be put into a compromising situation?  What are 

some ways that we could handle this?  

 

  

3.  Rev 2:21-29 God is a God of mercy who does not want the death of anyone.  

 
 

• Share a time when God gave you time to repent of a bad situation and 

how He dealt with you. 

 

• What are our rewards for holding fast to our faith? 

 

 

Application:  The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 

integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church 

who had not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold 

on to their integrity till He returns. This week, find a way to be an 

encouragement at your workplace.   
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January 31, 2010 

 
Introduction: If Jesus where to write us a letter what would he say about our work 
ethics? What would he say about our loyalty him over loyalty to the union or 
organizations we belong to? Would we be willing to lose our job or compromise our 
integrity?  
 
In the Letter addressed to the church in Thyatira Jesus address some very serious 
issues as he did in Pergamos. As in all the letters he introduces himself, admonishes, 
calls to repentance and ends with a promise.  
 
Background:  Thyatira is about thirty miles east from Pergamos and is the smallest of 
all the cities. Its population was about 50,000 people.  
 
Least distinguished of the seven cities:  It was the least distinguished and the least 
famous of the seven cities. 
 

Pliny the Elder, naval and army commander of the early Roman Empire, described it 
as, “Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” Inhonora civitas: “A city of no first-
rate dignity.” 

 
Modern day interpretation: “A crappy city”.  
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There is no important history to be found here other then that it was used as a military 
outpost town maintained to protect the road from Pergamos to Sardis, the two great 
fortress capitals of the region 
 
Thyatira was not a city easy to defend. Any army marching east or west would take it. 
Whoever controlled the city used it for this purpose.  
 
As you can imagine under these circumstances, citizens of Thyatira were not likely to 
develop intense political allegiance.  
 
One thing that did make Thyatira famous was their “trade guiles” or as we would know 
them their “Trade Unions”.  
 
They had their own community subculture regardless of what flag was flying or which 
army was occupying the town at the moment.  
 
Known for “Trade guilds” or “Trade Unions” 
 

Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely 
organized there than in any other ancient city. Every artisan belonged to a guild, and 
every guild, which was an incorporated organization, possessed property in its own 
name, made contracts for great constructions, and wielded a wide influence. 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) 
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Lydia of Thyatira a businesswoman, mentioned in Acts 16:14, sold her dyes in Philippi 
and was a member of the dye guild or union. 
 
As with trade Unions today in order to work you have to be a part of the union 
requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were closely connected 
with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
 
Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry.  
 
It was taught by many of the early church that no Christian should belong to one of the 
guilds, and so the greatest opposition to Christianity was presented. 
 
The church in Thyatira 
 
The gospel probably came into Thyatira through Lydia, Paul’s first European convert. 
 
Act 16:14, 15 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple 
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay." So she persuaded us.  
 
The Letter 
 

"It is an odd fact that the longest of the letters to the seven churches was written to the 
church in the smallest and least important of the seven towns"  
    
  (William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches, p. 55) 

 
Although the city itself may have been regarded as unimportant, the church there was 
certainly not, and neither were its problems!  
 
It was a congregation in which the Lord found several positive qualities to commend, 
but one in which there were also some serious problems. 
 
I. The Picture of Christ:  Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 
'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass:  
 

• Son of God is the title of rule. (Jesus speaks of His rank).  
 

• Eyes like a flame of fire (Piercing the depth of the heart and soul)  
 

• Feet like fine brass (speaks of judgment)  
 
II. The Commendation:  Rev 2:19  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your 
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.  
              
This is the longest and best commendation given to any of the seven churches. He 
describes it as a thriving, growing and better then the year before church.      
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It was a happening church. One, which if you visited, you’d want to be a part of.   
 
III. The Admonition:  Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  
 
The church of Pergamos allowed the spirit of Balaam and Nicolaitans to influence the 
church.  
 
The situation at Thyatira has to do with a person or perhaps a movement which or who 
is described by the name of "Jezebel."  
 
As in the case of the reference to Balaam, in the letter to the Church of Pergamos, we 
can assume, the name is used symbolically, and yet may refer to a real person and a 
specific situation within the Thyatira church.  
 
From the name we also would assume that this person is a woman who calls herself a 
prophetess.  
 
Jezebel wife of King Ahab (I Kings 16:29-21:29) The earliest Old Testament 
introduction to Jezebel as the wife of Ahab appears in (I King 16:30-31).  
 
1Ki 16:30, 31 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial 
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.  
 

Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  
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• What are our rewards for holding fast to our faith? 

 

 

Application:  The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
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They had their own community subculture regardless of what flag was flying or which 
army was occupying the town at the moment.  
 
Known for “Trade guilds” or “Trade Unions” 
 

Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely 
organized there than in any other ancient city. Every artisan belonged to a guild, and 
every guild, which was an incorporated organization, possessed property in its own 
name, made contracts for great constructions, and wielded a wide influence. 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) 
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Lydia of Thyatira a businesswoman, mentioned in Acts 16:14, sold her dyes in Philippi 
and was a member of the dye guild or union. 
 
As with trade Unions today in order to work you have to be a part of the union 
requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were closely connected 
with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
 
Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry.  
 
It was taught by many of the early church that no Christian should belong to one of the 
guilds, and so the greatest opposition to Christianity was presented. 
 
The church in Thyatira 
 
The gospel probably came into Thyatira through Lydia, Paul’s first European convert. 
 
Act 16:14, 15 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple 
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay." So she persuaded us.  
 
The Letter 
 

"It is an odd fact that the longest of the letters to the seven churches was written to the 
church in the smallest and least important of the seven towns"  
    
  (William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches, p. 55) 

 
Although the city itself may have been regarded as unimportant, the church there was 
certainly not, and neither were its problems!  
 
It was a congregation in which the Lord found several positive qualities to commend, 
but one in which there were also some serious problems. 
 
I. The Picture of Christ:  Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 
'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass:  
 

• Son of God is the title of rule. (Jesus speaks of His rank).  
 

• Eyes like a flame of fire (Piercing the depth of the heart and soul)  
 

• Feet like fine brass (speaks of judgment)  
 
II. The Commendation:  Rev 2:19  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your 
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.  
              
This is the longest and best commendation given to any of the seven churches. He 
describes it as a thriving, growing and better then the year before church.      
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It was a happening church. One, which if you visited, you’d want to be a part of.   
 
III. The Admonition:  Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  
 
The church of Pergamos allowed the spirit of Balaam and Nicolaitans to influence the 
church.  
 
The situation at Thyatira has to do with a person or perhaps a movement which or who 
is described by the name of "Jezebel."  
 
As in the case of the reference to Balaam, in the letter to the Church of Pergamos, we 
can assume, the name is used symbolically, and yet may refer to a real person and a 
specific situation within the Thyatira church.  
 
From the name we also would assume that this person is a woman who calls herself a 
prophetess.  
 
Jezebel wife of King Ahab (I Kings 16:29-21:29) The earliest Old Testament 
introduction to Jezebel as the wife of Ahab appears in (I King 16:30-31).  
 
1Ki 16:30, 31 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial 
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.  
 

Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  

 
 



House of Praise International Church 

Lesson 2 – For Week of February 7 – February 13 

 

The Church in the Workplace 
 

 

Key Verses: Rev 2:19 – 20 “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service 

and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.  

Nevertheless, I have this against you:  You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess.  By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual 

immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.” -  NIV 

 

Power Point:  Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of 

God! Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics. 

 
 
1. Rev 2:18, 19 Jesus wants us to know that He sees and judges everything we 

do. 

 

• How can we keep our hearts serving with a loving attitude? 

 

 

2. Rev 2:20 Sometimes at the workplace the world demands us to compromise 

our integrity. 

 

 

• What are ways we could be put into a compromising situation?  What are 

some ways that we could handle this?  

 

  

3.  Rev 2:21-29 God is a God of mercy who does not want the death of anyone.  

 
 

• Share a time when God gave you time to repent of a bad situation and 

how He dealt with you. 

 

• What are our rewards for holding fast to our faith? 

 

 

Application:  The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 

integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church 

who had not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold 

on to their integrity till He returns. This week, find a way to be an 

encouragement at your workplace.   
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The Church in the Workplace  
January 31, 2010 

 
Introduction: If Jesus where to write us a letter what would he say about our work 
ethics? What would he say about our loyalty him over loyalty to the union or 
organizations we belong to? Would we be willing to lose our job or compromise our 
integrity?  
 
In the Letter addressed to the church in Thyatira Jesus address some very serious 
issues as he did in Pergamos. As in all the letters he introduces himself, admonishes, 
calls to repentance and ends with a promise.  
 
Background:  Thyatira is about thirty miles east from Pergamos and is the smallest of 
all the cities. Its population was about 50,000 people.  
 
Least distinguished of the seven cities:  It was the least distinguished and the least 
famous of the seven cities. 
 

Pliny the Elder, naval and army commander of the early Roman Empire, described it 
as, “Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” Inhonora civitas: “A city of no first-
rate dignity.” 

 
Modern day interpretation: “A crappy city”.  
 
Military town:  
 
There is no important history to be found here other then that it was used as a military 
outpost town maintained to protect the road from Pergamos to Sardis, the two great 
fortress capitals of the region 
 
Thyatira was not a city easy to defend. Any army marching east or west would take it. 
Whoever controlled the city used it for this purpose.  
 
As you can imagine under these circumstances, citizens of Thyatira were not likely to 
develop intense political allegiance.  
 
One thing that did make Thyatira famous was their “trade guiles” or as we would know 
them their “Trade Unions”.  
 
They had their own community subculture regardless of what flag was flying or which 
army was occupying the town at the moment.  
 
Known for “Trade guilds” or “Trade Unions” 
 

Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely 
organized there than in any other ancient city. Every artisan belonged to a guild, and 
every guild, which was an incorporated organization, possessed property in its own 
name, made contracts for great constructions, and wielded a wide influence. 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) 
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Lydia of Thyatira a businesswoman, mentioned in Acts 16:14, sold her dyes in Philippi 
and was a member of the dye guild or union. 
 
As with trade Unions today in order to work you have to be a part of the union 
requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were closely connected 
with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
 
Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry.  
 
It was taught by many of the early church that no Christian should belong to one of the 
guilds, and so the greatest opposition to Christianity was presented. 
 
The church in Thyatira 
 
The gospel probably came into Thyatira through Lydia, Paul’s first European convert. 
 
Act 16:14, 15 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple 
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay." So she persuaded us.  
 
The Letter 
 

"It is an odd fact that the longest of the letters to the seven churches was written to the 
church in the smallest and least important of the seven towns"  
    
  (William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches, p. 55) 

 
Although the city itself may have been regarded as unimportant, the church there was 
certainly not, and neither were its problems!  
 
It was a congregation in which the Lord found several positive qualities to commend, 
but one in which there were also some serious problems. 
 
I. The Picture of Christ:  Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 
'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass:  
 

• Son of God is the title of rule. (Jesus speaks of His rank).  
 

• Eyes like a flame of fire (Piercing the depth of the heart and soul)  
 

• Feet like fine brass (speaks of judgment)  
 
II. The Commendation:  Rev 2:19  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your 
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.  
              
This is the longest and best commendation given to any of the seven churches. He 
describes it as a thriving, growing and better then the year before church.      
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It was a happening church. One, which if you visited, you’d want to be a part of.   
 
III. The Admonition:  Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  
 
The church of Pergamos allowed the spirit of Balaam and Nicolaitans to influence the 
church.  
 
The situation at Thyatira has to do with a person or perhaps a movement which or who 
is described by the name of "Jezebel."  
 
As in the case of the reference to Balaam, in the letter to the Church of Pergamos, we 
can assume, the name is used symbolically, and yet may refer to a real person and a 
specific situation within the Thyatira church.  
 
From the name we also would assume that this person is a woman who calls herself a 
prophetess.  
 
Jezebel wife of King Ahab (I Kings 16:29-21:29) The earliest Old Testament 
introduction to Jezebel as the wife of Ahab appears in (I King 16:30-31).  
 
1Ki 16:30, 31 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial 
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.  
 

Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  
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Key Verses: Rev 2:19 – 20 “I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service 

and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first.  

Nevertheless, I have this against you:  You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess.  By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual 

immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.” -  NIV 

 

Power Point:  Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of 

God! Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics. 

 
 
1. Rev 2:18, 19 Jesus wants us to know that He sees and judges everything we 

do. 

 

• How can we keep our hearts serving with a loving attitude? 

 

 

2. Rev 2:20 Sometimes at the workplace the world demands us to compromise 

our integrity. 

 

 

• What are ways we could be put into a compromising situation?  What are 

some ways that we could handle this?  

 

  

3.  Rev 2:21-29 God is a God of mercy who does not want the death of anyone.  

 
 

• Share a time when God gave you time to repent of a bad situation and 

how He dealt with you. 

 

• What are our rewards for holding fast to our faith? 

 

 

Application:  The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 

integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church 

who had not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold 

on to their integrity till He returns. This week, find a way to be an 

encouragement at your workplace.   
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The Church in the Workplace  
January 31, 2010 

 
Introduction: If Jesus where to write us a letter what would he say about our work 
ethics? What would he say about our loyalty him over loyalty to the union or 
organizations we belong to? Would we be willing to lose our job or compromise our 
integrity?  
 
In the Letter addressed to the church in Thyatira Jesus address some very serious 
issues as he did in Pergamos. As in all the letters he introduces himself, admonishes, 
calls to repentance and ends with a promise.  
 
Background:  Thyatira is about thirty miles east from Pergamos and is the smallest of 
all the cities. Its population was about 50,000 people.  
 
Least distinguished of the seven cities:  It was the least distinguished and the least 
famous of the seven cities. 
 

Pliny the Elder, naval and army commander of the early Roman Empire, described it 
as, “Thyatira and other unimportant communities.” Inhonora civitas: “A city of no first-
rate dignity.” 

 
Modern day interpretation: “A crappy city”.  
 
Military town:  
 
There is no important history to be found here other then that it was used as a military 
outpost town maintained to protect the road from Pergamos to Sardis, the two great 
fortress capitals of the region 
 
Thyatira was not a city easy to defend. Any army marching east or west would take it. 
Whoever controlled the city used it for this purpose.  
 
As you can imagine under these circumstances, citizens of Thyatira were not likely to 
develop intense political allegiance.  
 
One thing that did make Thyatira famous was their “trade guiles” or as we would know 
them their “Trade Unions”.  
 
They had their own community subculture regardless of what flag was flying or which 
army was occupying the town at the moment.  
 
Known for “Trade guilds” or “Trade Unions” 
 

Thyatira was specially noted for the trade guilds which were probably more completely 
organized there than in any other ancient city. Every artisan belonged to a guild, and 
every guild, which was an incorporated organization, possessed property in its own 
name, made contracts for great constructions, and wielded a wide influence. 
(International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) 
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Lydia of Thyatira a businesswoman, mentioned in Acts 16:14, sold her dyes in Philippi 
and was a member of the dye guild or union. 
 
As with trade Unions today in order to work you have to be a part of the union 
requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were closely connected 
with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
 
Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry.  
 
It was taught by many of the early church that no Christian should belong to one of the 
guilds, and so the greatest opposition to Christianity was presented. 
 
The church in Thyatira 
 
The gospel probably came into Thyatira through Lydia, Paul’s first European convert. 
 
Act 16:14, 15 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple 
from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay." So she persuaded us.  
 
The Letter 
 

"It is an odd fact that the longest of the letters to the seven churches was written to the 
church in the smallest and least important of the seven towns"  
    
  (William Barclay, Letters to the Seven Churches, p. 55) 

 
Although the city itself may have been regarded as unimportant, the church there was 
certainly not, and neither were its problems!  
 
It was a congregation in which the Lord found several positive qualities to commend, 
but one in which there were also some serious problems. 
 
I. The Picture of Christ:  Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 
'These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like 
fine brass:  
 

• Son of God is the title of rule. (Jesus speaks of His rank).  
 

• Eyes like a flame of fire (Piercing the depth of the heart and soul)  
 

• Feet like fine brass (speaks of judgment)  
 
II. The Commendation:  Rev 2:19  "I know your works, love, service, faith, and your 
patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.  
              
This is the longest and best commendation given to any of the seven churches. He 
describes it as a thriving, growing and better then the year before church.      
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It was a happening church. One, which if you visited, you’d want to be a part of.   
 
III. The Admonition:  Rev 2:20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and 
seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  
 
The church of Pergamos allowed the spirit of Balaam and Nicolaitans to influence the 
church.  
 
The situation at Thyatira has to do with a person or perhaps a movement which or who 
is described by the name of "Jezebel."  
 
As in the case of the reference to Balaam, in the letter to the Church of Pergamos, we 
can assume, the name is used symbolically, and yet may refer to a real person and a 
specific situation within the Thyatira church.  
 
From the name we also would assume that this person is a woman who calls herself a 
prophetess.  
 
Jezebel wife of King Ahab (I Kings 16:29-21:29) The earliest Old Testament 
introduction to Jezebel as the wife of Ahab appears in (I King 16:30-31).  
 
1Ki 16:30, 31 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more 
than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial 
thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and 
served Baal and worshiped him.  
 

Jezebel used her influence to control her husband and the people to worship Baal. 

She was a murderess and was finally overthrown during the time of Elijah.  

Listen to the final comment made about Jezebel and her husband King Ahab:  

 

(I Kings 21:25) (GNB)  (There was no one else who had devoted himself so completely 
to doing wrong in the LORD's sight as Ahab---all at the urging of his wife Jezebel.  

 
It was this kind of a woman who Jesus tells the Church of Thyatira that they were 
tolerating and allowing to influence the people.  
 
Jezebel in Thyatira 
 
Rev 2:20b …Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My 
servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 
 
She called herself a prophetess. This mean that she claimed to speak for the Lord and 
what she was teaching and prophesying was leading the people into sexual immorality 
and eating things sacrificed to idols.  
 
Remember the trade unions: In order to work in Thyatira you were obligated to have to 
abide by union requirements. (You have to picket, carry signs etc.) The guilds were 
closely connected with the religions and temple worship of the place.  
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Workers had to attend regular annual festivals, which involved immoral practices and 
idolatry. If you didn’t participate you would lose your job. 
 
This woman was teaching that God understood your situation and that it was okay to 
go and partake in the festivals.  
 
Application: Think about where you work. How many times have you felt the pressure 
to compromise in order to keep your job? Cut corners, fudge the numbers, go to social 
drinking parties and have a few beers, flirt with someone in order to make a sale. Most 
honest Christians would have no problem resisting these temptations.  
 
Sometimes if we are not careful we buy into the world ethics:  
‘to get along we have to go along’. 
 
Integrity in the marketplace is so important! Holiness is the will of God! 
 
IV. The call to repentance:  Rev 2:21-23 And I gave her time to repent of her sexual 
immorality, and she did not repent. Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. I will 
kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches 
the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.  
 
Notice that even with what we would see as a horrendous attitude and spirit of sin, 
Jesus gives people time to repent.  
 
Time had passed since Jezebel entered the church. She may have been warned or 
counseled by leadership, but she wouldn’t change in her belief and action of leading 
people down the wrong path. 

 

The Scriptures teach that God is a God mercy who does not want the death of anyone. 
He wants the people to repent and live. But when sinners refuse his pleas and 
warnings, they choose death. The woman called Jezebel was one of them. 
 
V. The Promise:  
 
Rev 2:24-29  "Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have 
this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you 
no other burden. But hold fast what you have till I come. And he who overcomes, and 
keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations— 'HE SHALL 
RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; THEY SHALL BE DASHED TO PIECES LIKE 
THE POTTER'S VESSELS'— as I also have received from My Father; and I will give 
him the morning star. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches." '  

 

Conclusion: The church is called to be a positive influence in the workplace. Our 
integrity will be challenged and tested. Jesus encouraged those in the church who had 
not given in to the temptation of compromise in the workplace, to hold on to their 
integrity till he returns.  

 
 


